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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE SUMMARY 

2021 FY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS 

GOAL #1:  

REBUILD AND REDEFINE DOWNTOWN AS “DOWNRIVER’S DOWNTOWN” 

Implementation steps: 

• Develop a new marketing and promotional campaign centered on Wyandotte as being the 
downtown for all of Downriver. 

• Increase efforts to reach out to surrounding communities with marketing and promotional 
efforts. 

2021 FY Progress: 

Our Branding, Marketing & Promotions Strategy, created in 2019 was reviewed in 2021 to 
ensure that it is still relevant moving forward.  The updated Marketing Strategy is posted on our 
website.   

We are actively engaged with the City of Lincoln Park and the City of Ecorse for the Ecorse 
Creek Committee, and conducted several clean-up events this year with them. 
  
We are actively engaged with the Cities of River Rouge, Ecorse, Riverview and Trenton through 
the Downriver Community Conference (DCC) for the Downriver Economic Recovery Strategy 
planning efforts. 
  
We supported the City of Trenton by providing technical assistance and insight for the creation 
of their Social District. 
 
GOAL #2:   

FURTHER DEVELOP THE RIVERFRONT AS A REGIONAL DESTINATION   

The city is working with the EPA to cleanup and develop the Arkema property located along the 
river at the south end of Wyandotte.  The dredging and cleanup of the Detroit River was 
postponed by the EPA and a rescheduling date is unknown at this time.  No further progress was 
made on development in this area. 

 

https://cms6.revize.com/revize/wyandottemi/document_center/Departments/Community%20Development/marketing_strategy.pdf
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GOAL #3:   

CONTINUE TO EXPAND AND DEEPEN RELATIONSHIPS WITH MAJOR EMPLOYERS TO 
FACILITATE CONTINUED CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY PROSPERITY 

Implementation steps: 

• Maintain strong and ongoing dialog between municipal officials and major local business 
entities (BASF, Wyandotte Hospital and others) with a focus on understanding facility 
expansion needs and redevelopment possibilities. 

• Continue to explore possibilities for a new hotel in Wyandotte (preferably in or near 
downtown).  A hotel feasibility study was completed in 2015 which provides more insight into 
this topic.   

• Aside from a hotel, continue to explore ways the city can encourage development activity that 
is supportive of employers of all sizes. 

2021 FY Progress: 

Development at 166 Oak Street, W Suites is scheduled to open summer of 2022.  The 12 million 
dollar, 92,000-square-foot building will have 29,000 square feet of retail, as well as 16 
apartments and 33 condos. The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority requested approval of the 
local and school tax-capture plan. The city's Downtown Development Authority has granted the 
project $180,000. The project has received tax abatements totaling approximately $910,000.  
The project will create 60 permanent jobs. 

Ron Thomas of Rise Above Ventures (RAV) has proposed purchasing 3131-3149 Biddle as well as 
Parking Lot #4 in order to construct a small hotel and multifamily residential development with at 
least 30 residential units.  The purchase agreement was approved City Council approval in 
December and the project will begin in 2022.  

GOAL #4: 

CONTINUE TO EXPAND AND DEEPEN RELATIONSHIPS WITH LOCAL INSTITUTIONS, 
COMMUNITY GROUPS, THE DDA AND SOUTHERN WAYNE COUNTY REGIONAL CHAMBER 
TO MAXIMIZE THE USE OF SCARCE TIME AND MONEY 

Implementation steps: 

• Maintain strong and outgoing dialog with institutions, community groups, the DDA and 
Southern Wayne County Regional Chamber.  

• Continue to support festivals/events like the art fair.  Leverage Wyandotte as an artistic 
downtown. 
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2021 FY Progress: 

Efforts to host events and initiate collaborations faired a bit better in 2021.  The city managed to 
host most regularly scheduled events such as the Wyandotte Street Art Fair.  The city continued 
the Social District in the downtown area for sales of beer and spirits during the art fair– in lieu of 
a beer tent area - to allow businesses to recoup some profits lost during Covid.  Additionally, the 
social district was continued as a way to aid businesses and promote social distancing.   

The Recreation Department continued food distribution events with Gleaners to provide non-
perishable food items to Wyandotte citizens in need.   

The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) ran the outdoor Farmer’s Market in collaboration 
with Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital and Vintage Market Home.  The market located at 
Sycamore and Biddle Avenue in Downtown Wyandotte ran from late July through the month of 
October.   

The DDA sponsored an outdoor strolling social distancing event called ‘Beats on Biddle’.  The 
event was not designed to attract crowds, but to provide music for people strolling through 
downtown as they visit shops and restaurants. 

WOW 360 hosted approximately 14 events Downtown this year. The DDA sponsored 
approximately $30,000 for annual sponsorship of these events.  

GOAL #5:   

CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT BUSINESS START-UPS AND ENTREPRENEURIAL 
ENDEAVORS. 

• While business recruitment, and efforts to attract outside investment, should continue to be a 
high-priority, Wyandotte should also continue to maintain and enhance partnerships with 
entities that support and encourage entrepreneurial business development. 

• Redevelopment sites described in Chapter 3 include opportunities to support entrepreneurial 
activity in a direct way. 

• Other types of retail/service or art incubators can also be created in redevelopment sites. 
Many new businesses do fail after a few years, but if they are given support in the form of 
reduced costs for physical spaces and shared resources the chances of success increase. 

The Downtown Development Authority paid the following business development grants: 
 
The final phase of the Offices in Wyandotte: Vault of 1st Street: Maple Professional Building 
renovations were completed and the second payment ($39,714) of their total grant was 
reimbursed upon completion in April 2021. 
  
Michigan Legacy Credit Union completed a comprehensive interior and exterior build-out and 
business expansion, consolidating several downriver office locations into their new Downtown 
Wyandotte HQ. The DDA gave them a grant of $100,000 upon completion in June 2021. 
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Frank’s Pizzeria reopened and was reimbursed their $25,000 grant upon completion in July 
2021. 
  
 
 
 


